
 

 

 

 

Historic Properties – Design and Materials 
Stairs / Railings / Decking 
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CORRECT Examples  INCORRECT Examples 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
SPINDLE ENDS should be enclosed within the upper and 
lower rails, as pictured to the left. 
 

 

 

 
INCISION/CLEAT marks are not allowed. 
 

 

 

INCORRECT: Unpainted wood; Posts need to be covered 
similar to the picture to the left 
 



Correct: Supports covered with facia board; Decking extends 
past the support and posts; Enclosed below with framed 
lattice or other approved enclosure. 

 

Incorrect: Supports on outside of decking visible/exposed; 
Open below deck with visible supports. 
 

 
Correct: Support posts line up with 1st and 2nd floor; balisters 
are within proportions and meet historic characteristics. 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Incorrect: Support posts do not line up between 1st and 2nd 
floors; balisters too tall; handrail extends past post; no 
spindles along staircase. 

Keep handrails simple and low. An open upper rail can be 
added to hep meet required building codes. 

 

High Balustrade too tall; out of proportion. 
 

 



STAIR CONSTRUCTION 
 

INCORRECT                                                                   CORRECT 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Handrail extends 
beyond last support 

Handrail ends into a newel post 

No spindles 
Spindles with upper and lower rail 

Support post exposed on stair 
Support post constructed within the stair 

  

Horizontal rails  

Vertical spindles end within 
the upper and lower rails 

  

Support post on outside of 
stringer with bolts visible 

Support posts and connectors 
hidden within stringer 



Other CORRECT examples 

 

 


